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No let up in Newham 

Just as Searchlight went to press, reports reached us of the latest serious incident of racial 
violence to afflict the beleagured Asian communities of Newham, in East London; an 
incident which went totally unreported by the media. 

On September 14, nearly 200 people picketed Stratford Crown Court supporting seven 
young Asians, the Newham 7, in the dock on conspiracy and affray charges. In the court, 
six of the seven conspiracy charges were dropped, but the defendants were committed for 
trial at the Old Bailey on the remaining affray charges. 

Outside the court a white male was arrested for threatening behaviour after attacking 
one of the pickets. 

But the background to this trial — the pressure for self-defence in face of a vicious local 
campaign of anti-Asian violence — was graphically portrayed only two nights later. 

On the 18th, five young Asians were injured, one seriously with head wounds, when a 
gang of eight racists emerged from the Duke of Edinburgh pub, scene of the events earlier 
this year which led to the Newham 7 arrests. One of them was seen handing out billiard 
cues to other members of the mob, some of whom were also armed with bottles and a 
hammer. 

Having savagely beaten the Asians, the gang then ran amok. They attacked an Asian 
newsagent’s shop causing considerable damage. Then they chased two Asians into a 
restaurant and attacked them with chairs. 

Two hours later, following strong representations by Asians at Forest Gate police 
station, police went to the pub and arrested three of the alleged assailants. 

Local police had appeared keen to track down the hammer gang behind earlier attacks 
this year, but their two hour delay in responding to this latest outrage has not exactly 
inspired a new confidence amongst local Asian people. 

Nor, for that matter, did a subsequent meeting between representatives of virtually all 
local ethnic organisations and the local police commander, which, despite police promises 
that the pub would be patrolled and watched, left many of those attending still feeling 
deeply apprehensive. 

Once again, the contrast between such events and instances of alleged violence against 
strike-breaking miners could not be more marked. 

Not for the Asian communities the saturation protection and undercover operations on 
offer to strike-breakers. Nor for them the saturation media coverage which strike-breakers 
seem to be able to call upon at will to dissect any alleged ‘intimidation’. The Newham 
incidents went completely unreported. 

It is no longer simply ‘understandable’ that young Asians should be taking upon 
themselves the task of defending their communities. It is wholly right and necessary. 


A little local vigilance 
Searchlight would like to pay tribute this month to two highly successful examples of anti- 
fascist vigilance. 

First, to the Labour Party member in Walthamstow who spotted the similarity between 
NF leaflets and those of the phoney Walthamstow Solidarity with the Miners Campaign. 
He contacted Searchlight and together we were able to stop the NF hijacking local support 
in that area for the NUM strike. 

Secondly, to the diligent work of anti-fascists in Newham who have been monitoring the 
movements of NF leaders in that area. To them must go the credit for Searchlight’s lead 
story in this issue. 

In both cases, local vigilance has dealt serious blows to the Front, and is an eloquent 
answer to those whose anti-fascist spirits have run low in the absence of mass public 
campaigns and who so frequently ask us ‘‘what can we do?” 
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THE GAY NATIONALIST ...: 


Incorporating: 
‘THE CLOSETED BISEXUAL HYPOCRITE’ 
Editors: Miss Melanie Hutten & Mre Patricia Barrett - SEPT. 1984 - Free 


TO MELANIE ON RISING This great Distributist folk-poem says it 
A brash country lass - Melly Hutten all for those who are not ideological 
Pressed hard on her cute belly button. illiterates. Our Strasser ideology has 


eutes of the enclosed Issue No. 2 of 'Gay Nationalist' (incorporating the 

‘Closeted Bisexual Hypocrite') have been issued to: 'Fuse' (magazine of 
rth London Poly Students' Union); ‘Private Eye'; 'News of the World'; 

‘City Limits'; ''Time Out'; ‘Gay News'; Capital Gay', etc., etc., etc. 


You, QB, might like to ponder the possibility that our next issue might 
contain a 'blow' by 'blow' account of what transpired for two hours (!) 
between you and a certain "impotent" person on a sofa in a hallway of a 
certain flat in Kast Ham after a party last Autumn. You and the person 

you were accommodating may have thought that the young man in the armchair 
opposite @@MMMM) was asleep. Well he was only pretending to be. He saw 
everything. Inevitably, he confided in his girlfriend (MBB) and she 

told one or two people. (This is why Qi called you "a fuckin little Poof!" 
in the pub at Waterloo after the Remembrance Day march . . . do you remember?) 
That East Ham episode could well make a 'tasty' little story . . . especially 
since we understand that you spent most of the time at the party chasing a 
certain young lady who wisely gave you the brush-off ... 


You, SENN, have also been the subject of MEMBR's gossip. She 
has told the father of the above-mentioned QM that you tried to persuade 
her to agree to something being done ‘arse about face’, so to speak. She 
refused. End of relationship . . . and fundamental cause of subsequent 
tension, hostility and violence between the two of you which flares up from 
time to time. This saga could also make a fine feature for issue No. 3. 


As for you, MMB - I'm sure you realise that the romps in the Battersea 
Hayloft alluded to in our issue No. 2 could stand a lot of amplification. ‘Then, 
of course, there's your association with a former Mr. Plod. You once said you 
wece sorry to hear details about his bondage activities. But told about it you 
were 18 month's ago. . . yet you are happy to sit as a Committee colleague with 
‘im, All of which goes to show how apposite is the sub-title of the magazine: 
‘Croseted Bisexual Hypocrite’, 
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Yohanan Manor, ‘L’ Antisionisme’, in 
Revue Francaise de Science Politique, 
April 1984, ISSN 0035-2950, Presses de 
la Fondation Nationale des Sciences 
Politiques. 

Some years ago the French intellectual 
Marxist, Jean-Paul Faye, noted with a 
shock something he called ‘une 
migration d’un récit’: a migration of a 
story. The story he was referring to was 
the mythology of traditional anti- 
semitism. Its shocking migration was 
from the familiar surroundings of 
reactionary conservatism and fascism 
to the context of allegedly progressive 
socialism. Faye, a committed 
supporter of Palestinian rights, 
detailed with horror and sadness how 
the old images, phrases and stereotypes 
of anti-semitism were being 
incorporated into the discourse of anti- 
Zionist propaganda. 

A recent article by Yohanan Manor 
brings the story further up to date. His 
account, published in a French academic 
journal of limited circulation, deserves to 
be read by all those who blithely think that 
there can be no connection between the 
propaganda of traditional anti-semitism 
and current articulations of anti-Zionism. 

Manor notes that since the Second World 
War there has been a tendency to see anti- 
semitism as illegitimate. No longer is it 
respectable to criticise the Jews directly, but 
often euphemisms and roundabout 
expressions are used. Regular readers of 
Searchlight will be familiar with this tactic 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ DEPORTATION FOR ALGERIAN 
An Algerian living in Birmingham has lost his 


anti-depertation fight, Bahri Balahouri, (24), is 
to be deported despite a plea to Home Secretary 
Leon Brittan by Small Heath MP Denis Howell. 

Balahouri is being deported because he was 
found guilty of a crime for which he has served 
his sentence. He received a three-year sentence in 
1982 for attacking his four-month old son, 
breaking his arm and fracturing his skull. He has 
served his time for that offence, but is now to be 
punished again, by being deported to Algeria, a 
country he left when he was 12 years old. 

His mother, Mrs Zara Abdul Ben Balahouri, 
said her son would not be able to make a new life 
for himself in Algeria, as he knew only English 
ways, and will have no relatives in Algeria to help 
him. (Evening Mail 6.8.84.) 





Soviet cartoon: “Jewish collaboration with 
the nazis”. 


on the extreme right. For most of the 1970s 
the National Front liked to parade itself as 
merely anti-Zionist, no anti-semitic, and 
the latest issue of the League of St George’s 
National Review reprints a lengthy piece 
from Oswald Mosley in which he is able to 
convince himself that he was never anti- 
semitic, nor was his British Union of 
Fascists and National Socialists. 

As Manor demonstrates, the same 
incorporation of anti-semitic themes under 
an anti-Zionist banner is to be found 
elsewhere than on the furthest shores of 
fascism. For example, a book by Ahmed 
Hussain, published by the PLO, repeats the 
fascist myth that the Holocaust never 
occurred; the Jordanian representative at 
the United Nations complains about ‘“‘the 
Jewish Cabal which dominates, 
manipulates and exploits the rest of 
humanity by controlling the money and the 
wealth of the world’’. 

Some of the worst quotations, which 
could have come with only minor revisions 
from the pages of National Front 
propaganda, have been produced from the 
Soviet Union. Although claiming to be 
formulating a progressive and 
revolutionary anti-Zionist perspective, 
Soviet propaganda has dug back into 
Russia’s own history of anti-semitism. 
Manor gives quotations about the ‘‘judao- 
masonic’’ conspiracy supporting Zionist 
power, about the Torah being ‘‘the blackest 
book in the world’’, and about the Jews 
avoiding work in their quest to subjugate 


@ HOOLIGANS HARASS OLD FOLK 


Hooligans living on a Bury St Edmunds housing 
estate have made life a misery for senior citizens. 

Elderly residents living in Grove Road have 
been subjected to rowdiness, late night fighting 
and singing, and rubbish being dumped in their 
gardens. The people believed to be responsible 
live in flats at 67 and 68 Grove Road. 

National Front member James Fennessy, (23), 
who lives at number 67, admitted dumping 
rubbish, but claimed to have ‘‘great respect for 
elderly people.’’ (Bury Free Press 20.7.84.) 


@ MINERS REJECT NATIONAL FRONT 
‘HELP’ 


The National Union of Mineworkers have turned 
down an offer of ‘help’ from the NF during the 
current industrial dispute. 

NUM Secretary Peter Heathfield refused to 
supply copies of a miners leaflet to the NF. Ina 
letter to the NF he said: 

“We have no intention of sending you any of 
our material or publications as this organisation 
is totally opposed to the National Front and its 
obnoxious and racist policies.’’ 

He described NF claims to be collecting food 
and money for miners as a “figment of 
someone’s imagination.’’ (The Star, Sheffield 
9.8.84, Sheffield Morning Telegraph 9.8.84.) 





“Goyim’’. In 1980, the youth magazine 
Komsomolskaia Pravda embroidered a 
conspiracy theory as lurid as any to be 
found on the right: 


“‘The Zionists seek to penetrate every domain 
of social life, ideology, science, commerce. 
Even the mark of Levi’s jeans contribute to 
their operations: the profits from the sales of 
trousers are used to aid the Zionists . . . The 
majority of monopolies making arms are 
controlled by Jewish bankers’’. 


The most direct incident illustrating the 
migration of the images of anti-semitism 
occurred just over ten years ago. The 
magazine USSR, published by the Soviet 
embassy in Paris and distributed in France, 
contained ‘anti-Zionist’ material alleging 
that Judaism taught Jews to hate and 
destroy non-Jews. If this sounded like 
traditional anti-semitism, it is not 
surprising. This modern Soviet text was 
taken almost word for word from a 
pamphlet published in 1906 by the anti- 
semitic organisation Alliance of the Russian 
People. There was one change, 
nevertheless. References in the original to 
‘*Jews’’ had been altered by the modern 
propagandists to ‘‘Zionists’’. 

One issue not covered by Manor, but 
which has been discussed in detail in the 
works of Professor Robert Wistrich, is that 
some of the worst excesses of anti-semitism 
on the left have come from authors with a 
Jewish background. Wishing, for various 
reasons, to deny their own Jewishness, they 
forcefully deny the validity of any sort of 
Jewish identification. Marx’s ‘On the 
Jewish Question’ set the tone for this 
projected self-hatred a hundred and forty 
years ago, with its equation of Judaism with 
“hucksteering’’ and its expressed aim of 
making ‘‘the Jew impossible’’. This 
attitude, which quite literally is anti-Jewish, 
would appear to have its twentieth-century 
variants, as hatred, whether or not of self, 
together with lack of insight combine to 
produce the thoughtlessness of prejudice. 


@ SKINHEADS IN RACE ATTACK 


A skinhead gang chanted National Front slogans 
before attacking three coloured youths in 
Ipswich. A man who went to the assistance of the 
youths was arrested by the police. 

Canute Lee, (23), of Ipswich, said he was on 
his way to see his cousin when he saw the eight 
skinheads attack the three coloured youths. He 
knew the coloured youths and went to their 
assistance, 

In court at Ipswich, Lee pleaded guilty to 
threatening behaviour on the night of April 26. 
He was fined £75 and bound over for two years 
in the sum of £200. (/pswich Evening Star 
2.8.84.) 


@ CHAIN THREAT BY NF MAN 


A man who chased two youths with a length of 
chain told police: 

“Y’m a member of the National Front. We 
don’t need a reason to beat someone up.”’ 

Eric Tate, (20), of Harehills, Leeds, was fined 
£50 by Leeds magistrates after he admitted 
carrying an offensive weapon. The incident 
happened after Tate and his girlfriend had had 
an argument with two youths on the evening of 
June 11. 

In defence of Tate it was said that the chain 
was worn as a form of regalia, not as a weapon, 
and that he had ripped it off his trousers. 
(Yorkshire Post 9.8.84.) 
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Synagogue 
destroyed in 


East London 


The Jewish community is feeling 
the effects of a growing campaign 
of anti-semitic attacks of a type 
unknown on this scale since the 
mid-’60s. 


Until recently, serious crimes like the 
murder of an elderly Jewish couple in 
Edmonton, North London, last year, have 
remained few and far between, although 
cowardly acts like the daubing and 
desecration of cemetaries have continued 
unabated over the years. An exception 
might be the Greater Manchester area 
where attacks on children and premises 
have occurred with worrying frequency 
over the last couple of years. 

July this year, however, saw a sudden 
increase in serious incidents right across the 
London area. Croydon district synagogue, 
conveniently close to the NF headquarters, 
was broken into and smashed up. 


Sniper 


Swastikas appeared at Gants Hill under- 
ground station in an area of Ilford with a 
large Jewish population. 

At Stamford Hill, North London, a 
group of men sprayed Jewish people with a 
tear gas type substance. 

Ilford synagogue reported a group of 
men watching the building from a parked 
car; later on bricks were hurled at the 
building. 

Southgate synagogue also fell foul of 
daubers. 

The Sinai school in Kenton on the 
outskirts of London was daubed twice with 
swastikas; then a sniper with a high 
powered air rifle opened up on the building 
and its caretaker. 

On 11 August at 4.45pm the synagogue in 
Earlham Grove, Newham — an area of 
growing NF attacks on the local Asian 
community — fell victim to unknown 
attackers. They left behind a burnt out 
building and a West Ham supporter’s hat. 
Some of the religious artefacts missing from 
the building were later found dumped in 
North London. 

At around the same time a Jewish 
business in Ilford close to Newham was 
broken into and robbed. The raiders carried 
paint into the building and used it to daub 
anti-Jewish slogans. 

Searchlight’s investigations so far reveal 
at least one NF member living in the street 
where the synagogue was burned down and 
several other key NF activists living close 
by. 


Gutted by fire: Newham synagogue. 


Race attackers had ‘operations room’ , 


A racist gang behind a wave of 
attacks against Asians in Harlow, 
Essex, operated from = an 
“operations room” in the council 
house of gang leader June Withers, 
Chelmsford Crown Court heard 
last month. 


Calling itself the Harlow Anti-Paki 
League, the gang attacked homes with 
paving stones, daubed them with swastikas 
and NEF slogans and sent old Asian people 
letters threatening them with violence. One 
home was attacked three times on 
successive days. 

Running the gang was its self-styled 
‘intelligence officer’? June Withers, who 
gave instructions to her three sons, two 





The last few months have seen 
mounting activity by anti-fascists 
in Yorkshire’s Spen Valley. The 
revelation of local councillor Alan 
Phelan’s nazi past has caused the 
Labour Party to carry out some 
deep soul searching as to whether 
they want such people in the party, 
and Phelan’s case has yet to be 
resolved. 


The National Front in recent years in this 
area has consisted of a few spotty, not too 
bright youngsters. Recent events however 
have shown that just beneath the surface 
there lurks something very nasty indeed in 
the form of an NF commando style unit. 


In the past month local racists have 
stepped up their attacks on the 
offices of Walthamstow Labour 
Party in Orford Road, just around 
the corner from where the Khan 
family were murdered by racist fire 
bombers. 

At first damage was limited to daubings 


Spen Valley ‘NF’ commando raid 


Anti-Labour arson attack in Walthamstow 





lodgers and another youth. From her 
“‘operations room’’ attacks were organised 
and escape routes planned. police who 
raided it found a hit list of 17 Asian 
addresses, and a stockpile of paving stones 
in the garden. 

The court was told that the attacks were 
launched by the lodgers, Anthony 
Chiassaro and Paul Locke. When Withers 
found out about their activities she actively 
participated and soon became the group’s 
leader. 

Withers was sentenced to four years’ 
imprisonment; Chiassaro and Locke to 
four years’ youth custody; Steven Bundock 
and Denzil Withers to 30 months’ youth 
custody; Alan Withers to six months’ youth 
custody and Graham Withers to four 
months’ youth detention. 


Spen Valley has its own small but thriving 
socialist paper, the Spen Valley Spark, and 
part of its brief has been to combat racism 
and fascism. On the night of 25 August the 
home of one of their key journalists was 
attacked under cover of darkness. 
Equipped with tools and keys the attackers 
systematically destroyed the garden, tore up 
paving stones from the public footpath and 
hurled them at the house. Washing from a 
line in the garden was ripped down and 
children’s clothing picked out and cut to 
ribbons. After breaking into a motor- 
caravan in the garden they vandalised it, 
left human excrement on the front seat, 
wrote obscenities on its roof and finally left 
the words ‘touché NF’ carved into the 
bodywork. 





and broken windows, but more recently 
racists stuffed rags into a vent in a window 
and set them alight. 


Interest 


These attacks are probably a result of 
local Labour Party and Young Socialists’ 
members taking an increasing interest in the 
activities of the far right in the borough. 


Dear Searchlight, 

There are undoubtedly severe analytical 
weaknesses in Steve Cohen's book on Left anti- 
semitism, but he has addressed himself to an 
important issue meriting serious consideration by 
anti-racists. The need for such consideration was 
fully illustrated by the appalling content of Jenny 
Bourne’s book review. Her remarks about anti- 
semitism and Jewish identity were completely 
out of place in Searchlight — a journal 
consistently displaying sympathetic clarity on 
these issues. 

She argues that in the light of Israeli policies, 
there can be no progressive ‘Jewish identity’ 
which does not include anti-Zionism; that this 
identity, unless openly denounced, is based on 
the oppressed becoming the oppressors; and 
that all Jews do bear collective guilt for such 
policies carried out in our name. The right-wing 
Jewish establishment and the leaders of Israel 
would dearly love Jewish identity here to be 
defined by Zionism and Israel. Paradoxically, 
Jenny is caught in the same trap, adopting the 
same Israelocentric Jewish perspective. Such a 
blurring of the Israel/world Jewry relation leads 
to a thoroughly reactionary analysis. 

As a non-Zionist Jewish anti-racist, | don’t just 
fight against racism — | fight for Jewish identity. 
That identity is rooted in experiences here and 
not 2,000 miles away. While | believe it may be 
politically useful to challenge Israeli policies, | 
feel no special moral obligation to do so. Shamir 
may claim to speak in my name — that does not 
mean that he does. 

Finally, if Jenny cannot find the palpable 
examples of current anti-semitism in Steve's 
book, she need not write as if they do not exist. 
They are well documented in Searchlight itself 
and in the recent GLC Police Committee report 
on ‘Racial Harassment in London’. Anti-semitism 
retains it centrality to contemporary racist 
ideology, and given the current level of anti- 
semitic attacks, there is a need both for anti- 
semitism to be taken seriously and for greater 
Jewish involvement in anti-racist work. This will 
not be achieved by trivialising anti-semitism and 
confining Jewish identity as a function of 
Middle-East politics. 

With best wishes, 
David Rosenberg 
JCARP 


Dear Searchlight, 

| regret having to disagree with Jenny Bourne, 
whose work | generally admire, but her review of 
Steve Cohen’s pamphlet on anti-semitism on the 
Left does not give the reader the opportunity to 
grasp his argument. 

Steve’s central thesis is that anti-semitism, as 
a form of racism, ‘is not simply a type of national 
chauvinism that happens to be directed against 
Jews’ but that it is essentially an ideology based 
on the ‘theory of the world Jewish conspiracy.’ 
This ideology has taken different forms in 
different material circumstances but while it has 
generally been integral to fascism it is inimical to 
socialism: ‘it negates the very idea of class 
struggle and replaces it with anti-Jewish 
struggle.’ 

His point, then, is not that socialism is anti- 
semitic but that socialists can be. This should be 
no more surprising than the fact that anti-black 
racism has at times permeated whole sections of 
the European Left. But why, Jenny implies, does 
Steve write about anti-semitism when anti-black 
racism is so evidently the major reality that anti- 
racists must concern themselves with in Britain 
today? The answer lies in the urgent need to 
explain and analyse the difference between anti- 
semitism and anti-Zionism. Without such an 
understanding, as Steve emphasises, a ‘genuine 
anti-Zionism’ based on ‘full support for the 
Palastinian people in their struggle for liberation’ 
is not possible. In its place is anti-semitism which 
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blames ‘everything on Jews collectively and 
internationally — especially whatever happens in 
the Middle East.’ 

Unlike Jenny, many people on the left, 
including myself, do not believe that all Jews are 
guilty because of actions taken in our name, 
thousands of miles away, against our will. We do 
not accept that Jews in Paris, for example, 
should be bombed — whether or not they are 
active in anti-Zionist politics — because of the 
actions of the Israeli government. It is to protest 
against such concrete examples of anti- 
semitism, and the ideology which both begets 
and legitimises them, that Steve’s pamphlet has 
been written. 


Yours sincerely, 
Francesca Klug 


Dear Searchlight, 

Jenny Bourne’s pronouncements on Zionism 
and Jewish identity should not go unanswered 
for they sum up the ignorance and confusion of 
many on the left — including some Jews — 
which have contributed to the growing 
disillusionment of the Jewish community with 
the politics of the left. For the overwhelming 
majority of Jews there is no alternative to 
Zionism, which is the authentic expression of 
Jewish ethnic, cultural, historic and religious 
identity. There is much in Steve Cohen’s book 
reviewed by Ms Bourne which |, as a Zionist, 
cannot accept but | find most disturbing her 
cavalier dismissal of his very natural concern that 
the events of the 1930s, in which a third of the 
world’s Jews were destroyed, should never 
again be repeated. For Jews, the existence of 
Israel is the ultimate guarantee of Jewish survival 
and constitutes the definitive answer to Hitler's 
‘Final Solution’ to the so-called ‘Jewish 
problem’. 

Whether intentionally or inadvertently Ms 
Bourne confounds the difference between 
criticism of one or another aspect of Israeli policy 
and anti-Zionism. No-one on the Zionist side has 
ever equated honest criticism of Israel with anti- 
semitism. But anti-Zionism by its very meaning 
negates the right of the Jewish people to 
national sovereignty in their historic homeland. 
Not even the German people, whose history is 
indelibly stained with the blood of Jewish 
Martyrdom, have been denied the right to 
reassert their statehood. Indeed, with the irony 
that is history's prerogative, two German states 
have arisen over the ashes of Auschwitz. Are 
Jews then to be the only nation in the world to 
be denied the right of self-determination — a 
right which the Arab states enjoy some 20 times 
over? 

| fear, too, that Israel is suffering the penalty 
for defending itself too well against those who 
wish to destroy the Jewish State. If | had to 
choose between Ms Bourne’s commiseration for 
Israel after its projected destruction by its 
innumerable enemies and its survival by the 
rightful assertion of its national sovereignty | 
would have no hesitation in telling Ms Bourne 
what to do with her tears. 


Dr Jacob Gewirtz, 
Board of Deputies of British Jews 





Dear Searchlight, 

Jenny Bourne’s hatchet-job ‘review’ of Steve 
Cohen’s book That’s Funny You Don’t Look 
Anti-Semitic should not be allowed to pass 
without comment. The review is a collection of 
ad hominen arguments and misrepresentation. 
Moreover, Bourne makes no reference to the 


book’s account of the role played by anti- 
semitism in the rhetoric and politics of English 
socialism in its formative years. As Steve Cohen 
makes clear, the Labour and Socialist movement 
in this country, from Fabianism to Syndicalism, 
was deeply permeated by hostility to Jews, years 
before they began to consider the question of 
Zionism. 

Bourne mistakenly attributes to Steve Cohen 
the idea that ‘anti-black racism is less of a 
problem than anti-semitism’ — whereas the 
book actually argues against this ‘league table’ 
approach. Worse, she writes that ‘nowhere in his 
book is there one concrete example of the 
palpable anti-semitism he knows about’. Does 
she really require proof of the existence of anti- 
semitism? 

Bourne tries to reduce the argument of the 
book to an apology for Zionism. If anything, it is 
the opposite — an attempt to examine the 
material and political conditions in which Zionism 
has become the dominant political tendency in 
post-holocaust Jewry. But Bourne is not 
satisfied by Steve's declaration that he is against 
Zionism and supports the struggle of the 
Palestinians. What would satisfy her? Why does 
a book about anti-semitism have to establish its 
anti-Zionist credentials? Why doesn’t Jenny 
Bourne have to establish her credentials as a 
fighter against anti-semitism, or for a positive 
Jewish identity that is not, in her words, 
“backward and reactionary’? 

It was perhaps to be expected that a work 
which looks at anti-semitism within our 
movement should be criticised as ‘‘serving 
Zionist interests’” — but surely we had a right to 
expect better from Searchlight? Jenny Bourne 
‘reads’ anti-Zionism when News/ine writes that 
Zionist powers have tentacles ‘’stretching 
through Downing Street Channels right into the 
White House’’, or when Pravda describes the 
USA as a “Zionist colony’’. How, then, does she 
understand similar statements by neo-nazis? As 
something completely different? 


Yours sincerely, 
Jeremy Green 


Dear Searchlight, 

How did Jenny Bourne’s review of That’s Funny 
You Don’t Look Anti-Semitic find its way into 
Searchlight? Opinions may differ on Steve 
Cohen's analysis, but this was straightforward 
anti-semitism. 

To say Jews are collectively guilty for the 
actions of some is like holding all Black Africans 
responsible for Idi Amin. This was precisely the 
argument used by South Africa at the time, but 
such racism doesn’t seem apparent to people 
when it’s directed against Jews. 

Worst of all is the final paragraph which tries 
to play down the ‘ideas and experiences of Jews 
in the 1930s’. I’m sure the National Front will be 
delighted to find that someone in Searchlight 
agrees that Jews make too much fuss about the 
holocaust. The fear that history might repeat 
itself may be ‘an abstraction’ for Jenny Bourne, 
but for most anti-racists the Nazis are the 
clearest example of what, ultimately, we’re up 
against. 

The tokenism in the review is classic, 
suggesting as it does that Jenny Bourne can’t be 
anti-semitic because she’s Jewish. This is as 
ludicrous as claiming that Margaret Thatcher 
can’t be sexist because she’s a woman. By 
placing special conditions on Jews’ right to 
define themselves this reviewer is joining many 
current and historic examples of Jews who 
prefer to collude with the ruling ideology in its 
colonisation of different cultures than to struggle 
for their right to a dignified, discreet identity. 


Yours sincerely 
Julia Bard 
Member of the Jewish Socialists’ Group 





A CHANGE in the leadership of the 
World Anti-Communism League 
might inaugurate even closer links 
than already exist between this far 
right umbrella group and high level 
intelligence circles in the United 
States. 

At its annual conference in San Diego, 
California, WACL installed as its new 
chairman retired Major General John K. 
Singlaub, a man with fingers in a spider’s 
web of private enterprise intelligence 
agencies, paramilitary groups and 
mercenary operations. 

Singlaub, sacked for insubordination by 
President Carter, was previously chairman 
of the North American Regional WACL 
(NARWACL) and his ascendency is clearly 
linked to concerted efforts in North 
America and Europe to group together a 
network of retired right-wing military 
figures — frequently with intelligence or 
covert operations backgrounds — under the 
banner of WACL. 

They are eager to drive American and 
NATO policy in the direction of a more 
militant posture towards the Soviet Union, 
and many of them are convinced not only 
that a nuclear confrontation with the 
Soviets can be won, but that it must be 
won, and won soon. 

As an interim measure, they are 
committed to stepping up unconventional 
operations. If the American government is 
not prepared to sponsor these on the scale 
deemed necessary by Singlaub and his 
associates, they are quite prepared to see 
private enterprise take over the job — as it 
has already begun to do 

During the Vietnam war, Singlaub was 
commander of Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam ‘Studies and 
Observation Group’, a unit he had 
personally renamed from the (more honest) 
‘Special Operations Group’. Interviewed in 
the mercenary magazine Eagle, he later 
admitted that ‘‘SOG’s mission was to 
conduct covert and clandestine operations 
in South East Asia. . . It had Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marine personnel, officer 


Mitch Werbell, mercenary trainer. 
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and enlisted. And it had civilian personnel 
on the US side from the CIA and the US 
Information Agency .. .”’ 

Singlaub is also strongly linked to US 
mercenary circles. Under him in SOG were 
Robert K. Brown, now editor and publisher 
of the mercenary recruiting magazine 
Soldier of Fortune, as well as Soldier of 
Fortune’s ‘Explosives and Demolitions 
Editor’ John Donovan, and its ‘Un- 
conventional Operations Editor’ Major 
General Heine Aderholt. 

Soldier of Fortune, of course, does not 
just cater for the ‘armchair dog of war’, but 
actively recruits for covert operations in 
Latin America, the Middle East and South 
East Asia. When two Americans died in a 
helicopter shot down in Nicaraguan air 
space recently, Senator Patrick Moynihan, 
vice-chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, speculated 
publicly that they may have been recruited 
through Soldier of Fortune. 


Private CIA 


Only last month, The Times revealed that 
Soldier of Fortune has already despatched 
six squads of mercenaries to Honduras to 
serve with ‘contras’ fighting Nicaragua’s 
Sandinista government. It accused the 
Reagan administration of deliberately 
“‘turing a blind eye’’ to these activities. 
One contributor to Soldier of Fortune (of 
which Singlaub has been called ‘the 
spiritual grandfather’) and a contributing 
editor to Eagle, is David Atlee Phillips — 
former head of the CIA’s Western 
Hemisphere Operations, who would have 
supervised post-war contacts with nazi war 
criminals like Klaus Barbie who had been 
recruited by American intelligence agencies. 
In 1979, ABC television profiled former 
Lieutenant General Mitchell WerBell, who 
died last year, but whose paramilitary and 
mercenary training facilities in Atlanta, 
Georgia were heavily advertised and 
commended in both Soldier of Fortune and 
Eagle. It spoke of his ‘‘connexions to big 
business, the intelligence community and 
high ranking military officers like retired 
General John Singlaub . .. (who) knows 
WerBell as a sort of private CIA for hire, as 
a private individual who can mount the 


kinds of secret operations the CIA wanted 
done, but unofficially .. .’’ 

And Singlaub makes no secret of his 
admiration for WerBell: ‘‘Mitch . . . is an 
expert on clandestine operations, he’s an 
expert on weapons, particularly on special 
types of weapons, silencers and so forth. 
He has the respect of a lot of the Special 
Forces people ... if someone wants to 
bring together some mercenaries to help a 
government someplace, to try to get this 
through the Congress, to try to get the 
approval of the American people, would be 
almost impossible. So having someone who 
. .. knows how to get things done, you 
could contract to have him get a mercenary 
force together rapidly and go to a certain 
area and do certain things’’. 

Soldier of Fortune joined hands publicly 
with Singlaub in 1982 when he and 
Watergate burglar G. Gordon Liddy were 
guests of honour at Soldier of Fortune’s 
annual convention banquet. Master of 
ceremonies was Soldier of Fortune’s John 
Donovan, later pictured in the magazine 
during one of his trips to Central America, 
holding the skull of ‘‘a former Salvadorean 
guerilla’ on his knee. 

Singlaub’s experiences with SOG in 
Vietnam have left a permanent mark on his 
thinking, and he persistantly advocates 
‘“‘unconventional warfare to contain and 
roll back Soviet Imperialism’’. He argues 
for joint-service covert action sections 
modelled upon his own SOG in South East 
Asia. 

While he is closely linked to private 
enterprise mercenary groups unofficially 
implementing this policy, he is also active 
further up-market with right-wing military 
think-tanks and professional lobbyists who 
are trying to encourage the integration of 
these sorts of operations into a more 
aggressive American foreign policy. 

Two important groups in which he is 
influential are the American Security 
Council and the Coalition for Peace 
Through Strength, two of the most heavily 
funded right-wing lobbyist groups in 
America. The two groups are largely run by 
General Richardson III and John Fisher, 
both longstanding collaborators of the 
racist, pro-nazi, and former NARWACL 
leader Roger Pearson, profiled in 
Searchlight last month. 
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Major General Singlaub, along with 
other WACL regulars, is listed as a member 
of the National Strategy Committee of ASC 
and CPTS. Organisations affiliated to 
CPTS, in turn, include the American 
WACL chapter, as well as the Association 
of Former Intelligence Officers (founded by 
David Atlee Phillips) and a clutch of East 
European emigre WACL affiliates. 

The direction in which the Singlaub 
lobby is moving was perhaps demonstrated 
last year when it was discovered that 
Western Goals, another lobbyist outfit in 
which he is a key figure, had been feeding 
into its computer files of politically suspect 
Americans, the contents of thousands of 
files stolen by a sympathetic detective from 
the computers of the Los Angeles Police 
Department. 

Based in Alexandria, Virginia, Western 
Goals carries out extensive television and 
press advertising and political research. It 
claims that its computer facilities make it 
“the first and only public foundation to 
enter this area and fill the critical gap 
caused by the crippling of the FBI, the 
disabling of the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, and the destruction of 





Robert K. Brown: “Soldier of Fortune”. 








Major General John K. Singlaub. 





crucial government files’’. Singlaub is a 
member of its Advisory Board, along with 
four other members of the ASC/CPTS 
National Strategy Committee, some also 
linked to WACL. 

The founder of Western Goals and its 
chairman until his death last year on KAL 
flight 007, was extreme-right Congressman 
and chairman of the John Birch Society, 
Larry McDonald. 


Death squads 


In brief, Singlaub is involved both in try- 
ing to set up an extra-legal foreign policy 
apparatus, putting pressure on the 
American administration to adopt a more 
aggressive stance towards the Eastern bloc, 
and with freelance (or covertly sponsored) 
mercenary operators who are already 
implementing such a policy in various 
trouble spots around the world. 

The missing element, of course, is a 
strategy for dealing with the dissent which 
would inevitably explode if such a policy, 
officially adopted, took the United States 
to the brink of war with the Soviet Union. 
Singlaub has already acknowledged such 
public resistance as a problem in his 
observations about Mitchell WerBell, 
quoted earlier. 

Ominously, however, members of the 
same mercenary circles to which Singlaub is 
connected are involved in the mushrooming 
‘survivalist? movement in the States, where 
far right-wingers and religious extremists 
are undergoing exactly the sort of training 
which would equip an _ extra-legal 
paramilitary force, to deal with exactly that 
sort of situation, backed up by files from 
the intelligence gathering activities of 
groups like Western Goals. And WACL 
itself is notorious for its thoroughgoing 
links with death squad groups in a number 
of Central and Southern American 
countries. Eagle, only last February, 
conducted a lengthy interview with 
Singlaub, illustrating it with a photograph 
of him in El Salvador being briefed by 
Major Robert D’Aubisson — named by a 
former American ambassador as leader of 
El Salvador’s Death Squads. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ NF PUBLISH HARINGEY HIT LIST 


The National Front have published a ‘hit list’ of 
their political opponents on Haringey Council. 
The list, published in Bulldog, contains names, 
addresses and phone numbers of 38 members of 
the Council. It accuses them of trying to ‘cover 
up’ the ‘murder’ of NF member Albert Mariner, 
who died the day following an anti-NF 
demonstration last year. A coroners’ post 
mortem concluded that Mariner died of natural 
causes. 

NF members have been involved in 
intimidating those listed. Councillors have 
received threats and phone calls and in some 
cases visits from NF members. 

Councillor Brian Bullard was mayor of 
Haringey at the time of the anti-fascist 
demonstration, and is the main target for the NF 
vilification. Bulldog accuses him of “‘telling a 
screaming mob to throw bricks at NF members’’, 
and of producing a leaflet ‘‘inciting blacks’ to 
attack them. Councillor Bullard has had 
threatening phone calls at 3am, as well as 
anonymous hate letters. 

South Tottenham’s Conservative Councillor, 
Michael Coney, has also had several threatening 
phone calls. 

“‘Men with East End accents threatened to ‘get 
me’ and then hung up’’, he said. 

Several other councillors have had threatening 
phone calls. (Hornsey Journal 3.8.84). 


@ NF ATTACK PEACE MARCH 


Youth CND marchers, on a 200-mile protest 
march round nine nuclear bases in Britain, were 
attacked by the National Front in Newbury. Two 
peace marchers were injured. 

John Slaven, (18), from Glasgow, had to be 
taken to hospital after being kicked in the 
stomach, and Edward Bramwell, (20), who is 
black, injured himself while climbing onto a roof 
to try to escape the racists. 

“A crowd of racists started shouting and 
throwing bottles at us when we were walking 
down the street,’’ said Mr Slaven. 

‘*We weren’t expecting an attack.’’ 

At Whitstable, extra police were drafted in 
after rumours that a local peace meeting would 
be attacked by the National Front. Fortunately 
the NF didn’t show up. (Whitstable Times 
19.7.84, Morning Star 17.8.84). 


@ BRADFORD NF IN BRAWL 


Members of the National Front in Bradford were 
driven from their newspaper pitch by members 
of Workers Against Racism. 

About 30 WAR supporters approached NF 
newspaper sellers on Broadway and told them to 
move on. When they refused, a brawl developed, 
during which NF papers were seized and 
destroyed. 

Local WAR organiser Eileen McEvoy said her 
group was prepared to take the law into its own 
hands to keep the NF and the British National 
Party off the city’s streets. 

“Every time they try to organise in Bradford 
they will get the same reception,” she said. 

“The only way is to smash them off the 
streets.’’ 

Police eventually escorted the NF members out 
of the Broadway area. (Bradford Telegraph and 
Argus 26.7.84.) 
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Springtime for Jordan 


Some fascist magazines ping through the 
Searchlight letter-box with all the regularity 
of a well-drilled military unit. Back and 
forth they march, each issue looking and 
sounding just like the previous one. The 
editor barks out the familiar commands, 
and out step the same obsessions, with no 
lapses of insight or intelligence reports to 
upset the routine. Other magazines 
resemble the irregular troops of the fascist 
scene; battle dresses are scruffy, disciplined 
grammar virtually unknown and they are 
liable to prolonged absences from the 
parade ground. 

Colin Jordan’s Gothic Ripples is one such 
irregular. Duplicated, rather than printed, this 
unpleasant little sheet leads a fitful existence. 
The last issue having been produced in June 
1983, we had grounds for optimism that this little 
number had finally been disbanded. No such 
luck. July sees the appearance of issue number 
eleven, exactly thirteen unlucky months after 
number ten. No one should try to predict the 
workings of the mind of someone like Colin 
Jordan. Having allowed his ripples to be 
becalmed for thirteen months, July sees a 
veritable torrent of Gothic eddying. 

Not only has Jordan banged out issue number 
eleven in July, but, scarcely pausing for breath, 
he has followed up with Gothic Ripples Booklist 
July 1984, and then Gothic Ripples No.12, July 
1984. Whilst we would not presume to guess 
what has jerked Jordan’s cortex into all this 
sudden activity, we can note that it starts with a 
distant memory from childhood. 


Nursery nazi 


Ripple number 11 begins with the British 
Fiihrer recalling his time as a Kinder-Nazi. 
‘‘Sharp in my memory is that day in 1941 when 
my father came hurrying into my bedroom to 
impart the early morning news on the radio that 
Rudolf Hess had flown to Britain’. Jordan- 
senior was apparently ‘“‘bright with gladsome 
anticipation’’ thinking that ‘‘the crazy conflict 
between the brother-nations of Britain and 
Germany would be ended’’. Such is the 
innocence of childhood: ‘‘Those were the days 
when an African was a curiosity in our country, 
and when the combination of the British navy 
and the German army could have kept the peace 
of the world, and guaranteed a glorious Jew-free 
future for the white man’’. 

Jordan-Junior ends this reminiscence of 
Jordan-Senior with a hope that all readers of the 
Ripple will write to Herr Hess in order to 
brighten the latter’s last days in Spandau Prison 
(exact address provided by Jordan-Junior). He 
also declares: ‘‘Let every issue of every periodical 
carry some substantial reminder of his case’. 
Since Hess has been forgotten, substantially or 
insubstantially, by issue twelve, it is doubtful 
that Jordan’s summertime ripple-making was 
prompted by Hess. 

Issue eleven contains a snippet which provides 
a clue about the ageing fascist’s reactiviation. A 
small paragraph bears the enigmatic headline: 
‘Mr Mercenary Kills a Movement’. The 
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paragraph starts thus: 
‘“‘Gothic Ripples has long exposed the falsity 
of one Michael McLaughlin, hitherto head of 
the British Movement. Now the final proof 
has arrived: the charlatan, who for years has 
conned people with his talk of mounting mass 
support, has abandoned and disbanded the 
organisation — his work of debasement 
accomplished, no doubt to the joy and 
gratitude of Searchlight and the rest of the 
enemy’’. 

We can’t speak for the rest of the enemy, of 

course, but we at Searchlight can assure Mr 

Jordan that at least one sub-clause of Gothic 

Ripples number eleven shows some contact with 

reality. 

British Movement was the organisation which 
Jordan himself founded in order to carry the 
torch of unadulterated Hitlerism. The intention 
had been for Jordan to assume the role of 
Fiihrer, with the rest of the members shining his 
jackboots. However, things didn’t quite work 
out like that. An unfortunate incident when a 
pair of ladies knickers leapt straight from a 
supermarket shelf into Jordan’s pockets, 
bypassing the cashier at the check-out counter, 
caused a change of Fihrer-ship. Out went 
Jordan and in came McLaughlin (now 
apparently known as Mr Mercenary). Much to 
Jordan’s disgust, McLaughlin in the late ’70s 
managed to build up British Movement’s 
membership from a handful of loonies to a 
couple of thousand loonies. All the while, 
Jordan from a remote part of the Yorkshire dales 
was predicting that it couldn’t, mustn’t, won’t, 
last: McLaughlin didn’t have the right qualities 
of leadership. 

Now it’s all come true. And the ripples can ebb 
and flow just like former times. The only 
problem is that a fascist needs a figure to hate 
and suspect. With McLaughlin out the way, a 
new substitute must be found. Much of issue 
twelve, apart from some ill-temper directed 
against us here at Searchlight, is aimed against 
members of the far right who don’t come up to 
Jordan’s demanding standards. He even thinks 
he’s unearthed another spy, posing as a nazi but 
really slipping information to the enemy. ‘‘Is this 
another?”? he asks about ‘‘someone arousing 
strong suspicion’’. 


The milkman goeth 


We don’t like to intrude upon quarrels 
between fascists, being only too grateful that 
their over-heated nervous systems explode over 
each other rather than over anyone else. Another 
little disagreement which appears to be shaping 
up nicely is between the various factions of the 
National Front. John Tyndall of the British 
National Party and editor of Spearhead has some 
interesting comments in the September issue of 
his magazine. 

Mr Tyndall hates the Webster faction of the 
National Front for being homosexual and for not 
recognising the Fihrer-qualities of himself; he 
also hates the present leadership faction of the 
NF for being youthful and for not recognising 
the Fiihrer-qualities of himself. He strikes both 
factions at once in a little ploy which must have 
brought a smile to his pudding features. 


He reviews issue number one of a publication 
entitled The Gay Nationalist, which, according - 
to Tyndall, ‘‘devotes most of its space to a 
protest against what it regards as a witch hunt of 
homosexuals within the Front, as manifest in the 
dismissal last December from their offices of 
Messrs. Martin Webster and Michael Salt’. 


Dirty tricks 


Tyndall then goes on to ask the question 
“How genuine is The Gay Nationalist?” Is it 
part of the dirty tricks campaign waged by the 
anti-Webster lot against their overweight enemy? 
If it is, opines Tyndall, then ‘‘it is likely that its 
chief purpose is to cover up the financial 
malpractices alleged by the Webster supporters 
by flinging mud against those who have exposed 
them — for a number of those named in The Gay 
Nationalist as supporters of the gay ‘pressure 
group’ are the very same people as signed the 
circular” alleging sticky fingers in the till. 

All this enables Mr Tyndall to exclaim, just 
like Mr Jordan, ‘‘We have been proved right!’’ 
Up in Yorkshire and down in Sussex, these 
veteran fascists comfort themselves in the 
knowledge that ‘they don’t make Fihrers like 
they used to’. If true, the rest of us can also take 
comfort. 





Colin Jordan: Looking forward to nothing. 





COUNTRY MATTERS 


AS WELL as the ‘Rock Against Communism 
Summer Festival’ which the National Front 
is plugging for 29 September (see page 
4), other jaunts to rural parts are being 
planned for the coming months which will 
feed, at the same time, the NF’s new found 
ideological appetite for ruralism, and its 
much more long-standing craving for 
running around the countryside playing at 
soldiers. 

Newcastle Patriot, printed by the NF in the 
North-east, announces for instance that 
“Cumbrian organiser Kevin Wilshaw is 
trying to organise a Summer NF camp 
which will probably be in the Lake District”. 
Another recent issue of the same 
publication also informs us that “a 
‘survivalist’ group has been formed in the 
North-east by a party supporter” which 
intends “to hold a weekend camp at Elsdon, 
nr Otterburn, for group members and 
interested people in the near future. Over 
1,000 acres will be available as an exercise 
area”. 

Further south, party leaders lan Anderson 
and Joe Pearce have announced a “YNF 
seminar and camp in the countryside on 6-7 
October” — an event which will almost 
certainly be held at Forest House, in Liss, 
Hampshire, or at a supporter’s farm in 
Swanley, Kent. 

Recent months have also seen a BNP 
camp held in the west country, organised by 
Plymouth activist Len Bearsford Walker. 


* * * 


HIT-LISTS 


NEWCASTLE National Front have also 
begun imitating their southern kamaraden 
by publishing in Newcastle Patriot ‘Blacklists’ 
(more accurately hit-lists) of left-wing and 
anti-racist targets in the area. Included are a 
number of community resource centres and 
bookshops, the local Communist Party and 
a church. 

In the past, premises and individuals 
fingered in this way have found themselves 
subject to violent attacks and intimidation, 
so much so that the Front in London began 
to deny that they were responsible for 
publishing them. 

This little subterfuge was obviously too 
subtle for the Newcastle members. Their 
local rag is published from 53 Greencroft 
Towers, Felling, Gateshead — the home of 
veteran activist Gordon Stridiron. 


* * * 


DIRTY WEEKEND 


MORE information about the recent flying 
visit to the south coast a few weekends ago 
by lifelong nazi and perfume heiress 


Francoise Dior, former wife of Colin Jordan. 
She met in Brighton with the National 
Front’s portly legal adversary Martin 
Webster to promise him financial support in 
his fight against the Strasserite upstarts 
who deposed him (see Searchlight 111). 

She did not, as was earlier rumoured, stay 
with the Hancock family at their Madeira 
Place residence, but with her old chums, 
veteran national socialist Denis Pirie and his 
wife Carol. 

Both, of course, are also old friends of 
Webster, and shared many a sociable hour 
with him at parties in their own home, or at 
the semi-secret bungalow at Rushlake 
Green, owned by the Hancocks and used for 
get-togethers of a more ‘sensitive’ nature. 


* * % 


WHO NEEDS MOLES? 


ALONG with their ill-fated attempts to lend 
credibility to their absurd pro-trade union 
posture by muscling in on the miners’ 
strike, the National Front have turned their 
attentions to the unemployed. 

Under Joe Pearce, a new Unemployed 
Activists Group has been set up, publishing 
its own journal, a tatty four-paged sheet 
called Freedom Fighter from an address in 
South London. 

News reports of NF activities in the first 
issue date from last April through to August 
so frequent publication should not 
necessarily be anticipated. 

The latest Organisers’ Bulletin from Pearce 
and lan Anderson includes a questionnaire 
upon which full details of unemployed 
members in each branch are to be sent off 
to headquarters. 

But after this issue of Searchlight it may be 
that many members will think twice before 
entrusting such information into the less 
than scrupulous care of this particular duo. 


* * * 


VIDEO NASTY 


Viewers of Channel 4's Right to Reply were 
startled to see veteran British racist Joy 
Page, turning up on their screens in 
September in the programme’s video Box 
item posing as a tenants’ leader. This slot on 
the show is intended to give members of the 
public the chance to come in off the street 
and record their views on video. 

Ms Page chose to attack Channel 4's 
record of screening programmes made 
by or for ethnic minorities. She also 
managed to have a go at “the mysterious 
forces”, whoever they might be, although 
Jews might have been a more honest 
expression of her views. For a woman who 
claims to be so firm in her beliefs it is rather 
surprising that she felt impelled to leave off 
her hat as leader of the Immigration Control 
Association and pose only in that of the 
London and Home Counties Tenants’ 
Association. 

When Searchlight complained to the 
programme’s researcher, Amanda 
Holloway, that this item might be 
misleading to viewers her response was: “'! 
do hope you don’t try to link her with the 
National Front; it always causes so much 
trouble and we have to answer lots of 
letters”. Too bad, Ms Holloway, Ms Page 
has been closely associated with the NF for 
years, sharing platforms with their 
members and joining them on marches. 


WITH FRIENDS LIKE 
THIS... 


YOU would think that a half baked fringe 
rightist with as few supporters as Ray 
Shenton of the English National Party 
would be just a little wary about alienating 
potential friends and allies. 

Not a bit of it — as the following extract 
from his ENP Newsletter clearly shows: 


MEN OF ENGLAND 


Some other aquaintances of mine include 
the Four Horseman of the Apocolypse 
These are Bee Carthew, Joan Mason, 
Mary Stanton and Lady Jane Birdwood. 
Men of the Thatcher mould. 

They all have political outfits of their 
own. But they are all fierce individualists. 
If you visit their flats or houses they will 
firstly complain of a shortage of cash (So 
you hand them a fiver) then they whine 
about being overworked. ‘Let me help 
you’ you offer. Then irrationally, they 
look at thier watches and say ‘I have an 
appointment - sorry about this - I'll see 
you some other time! 


Beware of the games they play. 





EXIT STAGE RIGHT 


SAD we are to have to report the departure 
from Mrs Thatcher's No.10 group of 
advisers of Peter Shipley, a man of 
exceedingly ‘dry’ views, whose chequered 
and enigmatic political past we had cause to 
comment upon almost exactly two years 
ago. 

An expert on right-wing extremism and 
counter-subversion, Mr Shipley has 
announced his move to pastures new in a 
recent communication written upon No.10 
notepaper. 


dst 


10 DOWNING STREET 


September 1984 


After two years in the Policy Unit I shall be leaving here 
later this month, 


I am joining the Good Relations Group, the largest public 
relations consultancy in London, in their Corporate Affairs 
company. From 24 September, my office address will be: 


28 Bedford Square 
LONDON 
WC1B 350 


G 
(Tel: 01-631-0886) 


My new post will entail a big change in subject matter but 
as I will remain closely interested in the political and public 
arena I am sure we will not lose touch, 


With best wishes 
faa 
Nees 
Teher 


PETER SHIPLEY 
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RECAP No. 31 | THE ECONOMIC RIGHT 


_ (1957), and the enti : Pc 
- Studies, founded ay ‘Sir 
Joseph in 1974 as speci 
__ Thatcherite think-tan 


But the group with perha he 


. highest profile of all has” 
National Association for Fre 
was founded in late 1975, and arose 
part) out of the chaotic collapse of 
_ Monday Club, torn apart by api 


over racism and _infiltrat 
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7 “moral”, 


fight like Norris McWhirter and Jill 


Knight MP; there were men like Robert : 


Moss and Brian Crozier 


growing “counter-insurgency” school of 
-_anti-communist ideologues; and there 


were free-market propagandists like 


Ralph (now Lord) Harris of the Institute — 
of Economic Affairs and Michael Ivens 
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_ of people like Robert Moss, it was the : 
 free-marketeers who dominated NAFF 
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“The NAFF has been described as 
‘fascist’ and ‘extreme right-wing’, but the 
use of the words ‘left’ and ‘right’ to 
describe political divisions needs careful 
use (sic). 
confusion, stupidity and the deliberate 
attempt by collectivists to manipulate 
language for their own benefit, the left 
have managed to brand as ‘reactionary’ 
and ‘right-wing’ any support for freedom 
and opposition to socialism. Moreover, 
they have also managed to place in 


people’s minds the idea that the fascists | election, 


traditional, 


and nazis are right-wing, and of the same 


_| ilk as defenders of the free market’. 


as Nation, Rose 1977 


“om the os orguniantonal inpartanes 


ideology in the early years. Learning the 


lessons of the collapse of the ‘Monday 
_ Club, NAFF took great care to exclude — 
the social issues (apart from militant 
__anti-communism) from its literature. The 
_ NAFF “Charter of Rights anc ertie: 
concentrated on various economic 


Through a- mixture of | 


The reason. srs the NAFF v were 
successful with their libertarian politics 
was threefold. First, it was able to draw 


on the — of the “middle class 
backlash” which was a feature of the 
brought together three groups of people: - om ay : 

there were representatives of the 


Government (this backlash took th 
anti-abortion, pro-censorship | A 


form of a mushrooming ‘number o 
: ratepayers, 
middle-class pressure groups). Second, - 
it developed a talent for spectacular 
political and litigious stunts, like taking 
_ the Postal Workers to court for blacking 
mail to South Africa, and organising a 
mass-mail-in of completed Grunwick 
_ photographic prints. Third, the NAFF’s 
laisser-faire philosophy had suddenly _ 
become intellectually and politically 
fashionable, with the Nobel prizes 
awarded in the mid-70s to the Austrian 
philosopher F.A. Hayek and the Chicago _ 
economist Milton Friedman, both of 
whom argued that the free market was — 
‘an essential prerequisite for political 


self-employed and othe 


liberty, and both of whom, too, became 


_increasingly popular with Margaret 
Thatcher. : 
As is well known. the Conservatives - 
successfully went to the country in 1979 
onan unambiguously free market, anti- 


ist platform. Even before 
‘however, hints of a more 


;conomic-liberal Institute of Economic 


\ffa rs wrote that “it is no use well- 
others less 


Bishops, or 


ative population will learn ° 


and much less libertarian 
_ face were appearing in the pages of Free 
"Nation. in May 1977, a Free Nation editorial 
: described the “absorption” of blacks as _ 
a “two way affair’, and warned of “a 
native fear that the British national seb - 
cultural identity is being eroded”. 
gust 1978, Ralph Harris of os 


“During 1982, as in previous years, the 
Free Nation has been primarily concerned 
with the analysis and exposure of the 
political forces currently threatening our 
freedom. Now, at the start of 1983, it is 
perhaps time some thought was given to 
the huge cultural crisis through which our 
society (like other Western societies) is 
passing . . . The meaning of freedom is 
being lost because too many people 
falsely equate it with a simple absence of 
restraint’. 

Free Mavi ae 1983 


wd a a 1983, he 


editor, Philip Van der Elst, stated that the 
paper's main priority was no longer | 


economic liberalism but “the huge 


cultural crisis through which our society 


is passing”, a crisis consisting of ‘rising _ 
crime, sexual permissiveness and family 
breakdown”, caused by a decline in... 


accepted attitudes to authority”. 


The shift of the NAFF's rhetoric from _ 
that of freedom to that of authority is not 


restricted to the motley group who make —_—|/ 
up its council. As pointed out, leading _ 
economic liberal Ralph Harris has been | 
_ known to make profoundly unlibertarian : 
remarks about black people in Britain. __ 
_ And the recently knighted Sir Alfred _ 
_ Sherman, up until recently of the Centre _ 
- for Policy Studies, was sounding off in_ 


he Daily Telegraph in 1976 against “the 


imposition of mass immigration | from 
backward alien cultures”, 
described as “just one symptom of this 
_ self-destructive urge, reflected in the 


assault en patriotism, the family — - both : 
as a conjugal and economic unit — the 


‘Christian religion in public life and 
schools, traditional morality in matters _ 


of sex, honesty, public display and 


respect for the law, on educational _ 
values, thrift, hard work and other 
‘middle-class’, fs, 


values denigrated 
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FRANCE 


By our Paris correspondent 








Boosted by his success in the recent 
European elections, French National 
Front leader Jean Marie Le Pen has 
established himself as senior partner in 
the European far right. 

The Italian MSI, formerly a supporter of 
his rival Pascal Gauchon, leader of the PFN 
(Party of New Forces) swallowed their 
differences with the Front to form an 
official Group in the European Parliament. 
Also involved is a fascist Euro-MP from 
Greece. 

The group’s formation will entitle them 
to automatic rights to participate in 
Parliamentary commissions, access to 
information and the use of Parliamentary 
printing and distributing facilities. 

Le Pen’s integration into the French 
democratic electoral system is posing a 
dilemma for the traditional right. The size 
of his support may tempt the opposition 
UDF and RPR into alliances with the NF 
such as were earlier seen at Dreux and in 
other local elections. 

Another result of Le Pen’s success has 
been to push the UDF and RPR into taking 
up his major themes of immigration, 
security and the legitimacy of the Socialist 
government of Francois Mitterrand. 

With his strategy paying dividends, other 
extreme-right groups seem to be softening 
their previous hostility towards him. At Le 
Pen’s last election meeting in Paris it was 
observed that members of the National 
Revolutionary Movement (MNR), Oeuvre 
Francaise, FNE (ex-FANE) and PFN acted 
as security stewards. 


@ During the national demonstration in 
Paris on 24. June in support of private 
schools, a commando of neo-nazis whose 
car was filled with molotov cocktails and 
explosives were picked up by police. 

Most of them were later released, but 
Jean Michel Ferrandis and _ Philipe 
Cocagnac (leader of PFN school students) 
were detained. 


@There were protests from Jewish 
organisations in July after a full page 
advertisement appeared in Le Monde, 
supporting Marshall Petain, the wartime 
collaborationist leader of Vichy France. 
Placed by the Association to Defend the 
Memory of Marshall Petain and the 


National Association of Petain Verdun, the 
advert is part of a concerted campaign to 
rehabilitate the memory of the man who 
turned France over to the nazis. 

Le Monde claimed that it was not their 
policy to refuse advertising revenue. 


@In recent elections to the Corsican 
regional assembly, the neo-fascist National 
Front gained 9 per cent of the vote. 

This has enabled it to gain a number of 
seats and to play a pivotal role in deciding 
the president of the assembly. The Front 
initially favoured a supporter of ex- 
President Giscard D’Estaing but after his 
defeat shifted their votes to the Gaullist 
candidate. 


SCANDINAVIA 








by our Stockholm 
correspondent 


According to several news reports in 
recent years, extreme right-wing 
groups in Europe have begun looking 
at Scandinavia as a potential safe 
ground for reorganisation while 
pressure is building up at home. In 
particular, Denmark and Sweden have 
been mentioned as possible centres for 
future activities — the relative political 
calm and easy access to the continent 
makes northern Europe an ideal target 
for penetration. 

While rumours to this effect have been 
floating around for some time, nothing of 
substance surfaced until a recent Swedish 
News Agency report named Stockholm as a 
‘*secret centre for an international neo-nazi 
network’’. 

The international NSDAP-AO, is 
reported to be behind this Stockholm 
centre. 

Originally a West German outfit, the 
NSDAP.-AO is currently run from Lincoln, 
Nebraska, where its fiihrer Gerhard Lauck 
opened up shop after being expelled from 
Germany for illegal activities in 1974. 

Lauck is reported to have obtained 
funding in the United States, and as a result 
the NSDAP-AO has been extending its 
activities to Austria as well as Denmark and 
Sweden. 

In Germany and Austria, the NSDAP- 
AO is operating under various covers; most 
prominently the Institute for Historical 
Research. The Austrian security police have 





also become aware of at least three 
more front organisations: Nachrichten 


Austausdienst (The Information Exchange 
Service), Deutch-Osterreichisches Institut 
fur Zeitgeschichte (German-Austrian 
Institute for Contemporary History) and 
Arbeitkreis Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(The Field of Action for International Co- 
operation). 





Gerhard Lauck (right) at German nazi rally. 





The link between the three front groups 
and the NSDAP-AO is Walter 
Ochenberger, an Austrian citizen allegedly 
responsible for publishing the underground 
newspaper Osterreichischer Beobachter. 
The Beobachter, published in Vienna, is 
wellknown for its calls for an immediate 
purge of European Jews in order to create a 
true Aryan race to rule the World. Another 
Beobachter demand is the immediate 
abolition of democracy. 

The first recorded contacts between the 
NSDAP-AO and its fraternal groups in 
Scandinavia followed German and Austrian 
authorities closing down its printing presses 
in 1976-77. 

Lauck’s organisation then turned to the 
Danish nazi leader Heinrich Riis-Knudsen, 
who arranged printing facilities at the 
Nordland Forlag in the city of Aalborg. 

According to some sources, among them 
Simon Wiesenthal, this service still proves 
to be invaluable to the NSDAP-AO. 

Riis-Knudsen also provided the NSDAP- 
AO with links to Swedish right-wingers and 
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neo-nazis, some of whom hoped that such 
contacts might finally lead to a ‘bit of 
action’ on the Swedish scene, which they 
believe needs a shot in the arm. 

The main result of this contact seems to 
have been a ‘safe-housing’ network, not 
unlike that which has been exposed in 
Britain. 

The Swedish News Agency report claims 
that a permanent ‘secret centre’ exists 
which channels information, contacts, 
funds and to some extent propaganda. 

But it is still unclear how long this centre 
has been functional or the extent to which it 
has actually been of important value to the 
Central European nazis. 


AUSTRALIA 


Bomb attack on 
anti-racist 


Police are investigating a recent attack 
on the home of John Brink, a 63-year- 
old anti-apartheid activist. 


Brink, chairperson of Community 
Action Abroad’s Southern Africa sub- 
committee, had been subjected to threats 
for some time leading up to a molotov 
cocktail attack on his Sydney home in late 
July. The threats originated from young 
men with South African accents who had 
been harassing Community Action 
Abroad’s local premises. 

Shortly before the incident, a copy of the 
neo-fascist paper Audacity carrying an 
article accusing Community Action Abroad 
of being ‘‘a front for terrorism’’ was 
delivered to the premises. Audacity is 
published by National Action, an 
internationally-linked group suspected of 
involvement in other violent incidents, and 
a number of its members have recently been 
arrested on assault and other charges. 

National Action claims to be a nationalist 
working class organisation. A recent issue 
of its paper urged its readers to study the 
writings of Joseph Goebbels, ‘‘the genius of 
nazi propaganda’’, and described National 
Action’s role as being to ‘‘encourage 
fanaticism by showing the deep chasm 
between our national vision and the rot 
which calls itself liberal democracy’’. 








@ ASIAN MAN WAS KICKED 


An Asian man in Dewsbury was attacked as he 
crossed the road. 

Richard Watson, of Thornton Lodge 
Huddersfield, was in court accused of kicking 
the man in the groin. He denied this, but 
admitted hitting him behind the head. He 
claimed the man had made a comment about the 
National Front. 

Watson pleaded guilty to using threatening or 
abusive words or behaviour likely to provoke a 
breach of the peace. He was fined £250. He also 
admitted damaging a cell door, and was given a 
conditional discharge for two years. 

The court heard how Watson and a group of 
friends had run shouting down Daisy Hill, 
Dewsbury. 

Last year we reported on increasing racist 
attacks and police harassment of the Asian 
community in Dewsbury. (Searchlight, 
September 1983, Dewsbury Reporter, Yorks 
17.8.84.) 


@ BRADFORD CRC CUT POLICE LINKS 


Bradford Community Relations Council has 
broken off all contact with the police, following 
a secret rally by the fascist British National 
Party. The ban will mean withdrawal from 
various liaison committees and panels. 

Senior Community Relations Officer, Tim 
Whitfield, said that the police had categorically 
denied rumours that a BNP rally was due to take 
place. 

‘*The fact that the police deliberately misled us 
in this way gives some indication of their 
commitment to community relations,’’ he said. 

Mr Sher Azam, the president of the Council 
for Mosques, said serious damage had been 
caused to community relations. The police had 
inflicted a serious wound on the city. 

The police said that the decision not to inform 
ethnic minority representatives was to treat the 
matter with ‘‘a low profile’. (Yorkshire Post 
8.8.84, West Indian World 15.8.84.) 
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e@ NF MAN SUSPENDED BY COUNCIL 


A member of the National Front has been 
suspended from his job in the GLC’s housing 
department. Ray Bradford, secretary of the NF’s 
Tower Hamlets branch, was suspended following 
an incident at Tower house, a GLC hostel in 
Fieldgate Street, Stepney, where he is a member 
of staff. Bradford stood as an unsuccessful NF 
candidate in a Tower Hamlets Council by- 
election last month. He polled 97 votes and came 
third. 

A spokesman for the GLC said Bradford had 
been suspended from duty while his position with 
the council was being considered. (East London 
Advertiser 10.8.84.) 


@ ARSON FIRE DEATH 


A 12-year-old Wolverhampton boy has died in a 
house fire which could have been started 
deliberately. 

The body of Lloyd Foreshaw was recovered 
from a blazing bedroom by firemen who fought 
their way through a wall of flames. Lloyd’s 
mother, Viola, and his two sisters and two 
brothers jumped to safety through bedroom 
windows as the fire gutted the semi-detached 
house in Springhill Lane, Lower Penn. 

Wolverhampton Fire Station sub-officer Phil 
Atkin said the blaze was of doubtful origin, and 
forensic scientists were carrying out an 
investigation. He said the blaze, which started in 
the early hours of the morning, was one of the 
worst he had seen. 


“‘The house became an inferno, and when two 
of my men managed to reach Lloyd’s bedroom it 
was too late to save him.’’ 

The family, of West Indian origin, had lived in 
the house for 15 years. Det-Chief Insp Michael 
Jenkins, of Birmingham Road CID, 
Wolverhampton, has set up a special incident 
room. (Evening Mail 16.8.84.) 


@ MONEY FOR MINORITIES 
‘““MISUSED”’ 


Birmingham Education Department has been 
accused of misusing a £6.5 million Home Office 
grant intended to help ethnic minority pupils. 

Councillor James Hunte, chairman of the 
city’s Community Relations Council, said that 
the money has been used as a cushion against the 
financial cuts. When challenged, the Education 
Department could not identify the 140 extra 
posts allegedly funded by the Home Office grant, 
he said. CRC education officer Dr Lesley 
Siriwardena has pointed out that the 
achievements of Afro-Caribbean and Asian 
youngsters remained far behind those of white 
youngsters. 

Saeed Abdi, a city councillor, and a vice- 
chairman of the CRC, accused the city’s housing 
department of failing in their obligations to 
black people. He said that 15% of households on 
the council waiting list were black, but only 10% 
of lettings were to black households. (Evening 
Mail, Birmingham 23.8.84.) 


@ HERTS BAN ON NF PAPER SALES 


Youths are to be stopped from selling copies of 
National Front publications in Hitchin, 
Hertfordshire. At the end of July, youths were 
selling NF News and Bulldog in the Churchgate 
shopping precinct. 

District Council highways head, Beryl 
Wearmouth, has said that the youths had no 
right to sell the paper on the pavement, and any 
culprits would be reported to the police. (Hitchin 
Gazette, Herts 2.8.84.) 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since D 


cember 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchiight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Cart ivncn KONING 
RACISM & FASCISM 





In support of the GLC’s Anti-racist Year, CARF has launched a media monitoring project, financed by the 
Greater London Council, to campaign against racism in the national and local press. We would like to hear of 
any work already being done by local groups to combat racism in the media. ‘Between the lines’ is being 
expanded to include work done by the project. 


THE UPSIDE-DOWN WORLD 
OF ZOLA BUDD — ‘VICTIM 
OF APARTHEID’ 


Six months after being imported by the 
Daily Mail into Britain, to be made an 
instant citizen and then groomed for 
the starring role in the Los Angeles 
version of ‘Chariots of Fire’, Zola 
Budd retired home to South Africa to 
lick her wounds. After all the media 
hype, resulting in a stack of newsprint, 
weighing almost as much as the ‘tiny 
waif’ herself, the Mail seemed at last to 
run out of words. Yes, Zola had gone 
for a_ holiday, it informed its readers 
on A August, in an 
uncharacteristically brief two column 
inches buried on page 10. Yes, she 
would be back, it assurred them tersely 
the next day. 

And that was it. No photos of the stone- 
faced Zola emerging from the customs gate 
at Jan Smuts airport, no mention that the 
South African security police had arrested 
several people who were watching an illegal 
transmission of Zola’s disastrous Olympics 
race, investigating them for receiving secret 
information in violation of the Internal 
Security Act. For the Daily Mail the race 
was over, the money paid and made. The 
fact that the ‘wonder girl’ had ultimately 
failed to massage the patriotic pride of 
Britain in quite the way the Mail had 
promised could, with hindsight, be written 
off in a few sentences — ‘‘let this much be 
understood’’, intoned Ian Wooldridge, the 
Mail sports columnist who apparently was 
instrumental in staking out the newspaper’s 
exclusive claim to the Budd industry, 
‘Zola, at these Games, was never going to 
win a medal of any colour, in my opinion’’. 
(Mail, 13 August 1984). 

If that was the case, then why all the 
fuss? Wasn’t the Zola story about a 
‘natural-born champ’ who is ‘ready to face 
any challenge’, and who always ‘wins when 
it counts’? If not, what was it about? 


Cranking up the image makers 


Of course, it was about the selling of 
newspapers. The Mail expected a big return 
on the trust fund of over £200,000 which it 
had set up for Zola. It expected spin-offs 
which would go beyond increased sales: 


lavish payments for interviews, 
appearances, film rights and all the other 
perks which went with proprietorial 
control. To reap this rich harvest, Zola had 
to be made compelling copy, with rival 
papers taking up her story at secondhand, 
and stimulating the national appetite for 
the Mail’s first-hand exclusives. She could 
not simply be presented as a gifted athlete, 
since Britain had some of those already. 
And so the Mail image-makers set to 
work, giving the British public a hundred 
reasons why she should be enfolded to the 





Zola Budd: home to lick her wounds. 


national bosom. She was shy and tongue- 
tied; she was waif-like (by the time Ian 
Wooldridge wrote his euology on her 
Olympic performance, she had become 
‘this small child’), she loved animals, she 
ran barefoot with ostriches, she was thrilled 
to find her English ‘roots’, and would ‘run 
her heart out for Britain’. But, above all, 
she was a victim: in Wooldridge’s words, 
she was as much a victim of apartheid as if 
she had been born black. If South Africa 
had not been cold-shouldered by the 
international sporting community, poor 
Zola could have been running against 
human competitors, and not ostriches and 
the clock. 

The depiction of Zola as the victim of 
apartheid represents an exercise in double- 
think with far-reaching implications. Zola, 
‘victimised’ for being born in South Africa, 
deserves our support: for didn’t we in the 
West, by signing the Gleneagles agreement 
and pushing South Africa into the cold, 
condemn her to isolation? The sweet kid 
has a claim on our sympathy and assistance 
to realise her true greatness. Under these 
circumstances, it would be mean and small- 
minded of the Home Secretary not to rush 
through the credentials she needs to 
participate in the Olympics. So, in she 
comes, along with her parents and 
Afrikaans-speaking trainer who doesn’t 
have a work permit, but never mind. Such 
trivial matters can be ‘fixed’ — they should 
not be allowed to stand in the way of the 
making of a national heroine (passport 
raids are not forthe likes of Pieter 
Labuschagne). 


Rallying round apartheid 


With citizen Zola and coach safely in their 
Mail-provided hideaway in Britain, the 
newspaper confronted headlong the outcry 
provoked by her immigration queue- 
barging. In the process, several themes 
emerged, some of which were also taken up 
by other sections of the press. Foremost 
was the rehabilitation of South Africa. 
Columnists and letter-writers took to the 
soap-box with a message spelled out by the 
Daily Express ‘columnist of the year’: ‘‘I 
regard the exclusion of South Africa from 
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the Olympics as a wretched piece of racial 
bigotry and political hypocrisy’? (13 April 
1984). Racial bigotry? A Sun leader writer 
admitted to reservations when Zola had 
first arrived: ‘‘we believed she should have 
been able to run for South Africa.’’ This 
was the dominant theme of the Mail’s letter 
pages. ‘‘I’m sick and tired of all the cant 
levelled at South Africa . . . It’s high time 
that the infamous Gleneagles Agreement 
was abolished’’ (13 April). 


Some writers went so far as to applaud 
South Africa as a land of ‘peace and 
harmony’. And, no doubt, readers of both 
the Mail and The Times must have been 
impressed with it as a ‘getting ahead’ sort of 
place. The photo published in The Times of 
12 July of Zola, mother Tossie and 
‘Cockney immigrant’ father Frank with 
three unnamed uniformed servants, in front 
of the extensive family bungalow, certainly 
contrasted quite dramatically with the 
Mail’s photo of ‘where it all began’ — the 
street in Lower Clapton where Frank was 
born (16 April 1984). About the system 
which made such a dramatic change in 
fortune possible for the former East Ender 
there is hardly a word — except that it had 
led to South Africa’s exclusion from the 
Olympics, and the victimisation of Zola 
Budd. 


Only the Daily Mirror resolutely stood 
out against the trend, running editorials 
against apartheid and a full page article on 
27 July about ‘the girl who could be Zola 
(if only she were white)’. The article 
described the ‘misery of Soweto’, and the 
life to which a black runner who is as 
naturally gifted as Zola is condemned by 
apartheid. 


The other papers were not interested in 
Angeline Sabie Masabata Moloe and her 
black compatriots. Instead, from April to 
July the popular press, a number of 
upmarket national dailies, and regional and 
local papers soft-pedalled on apartheid, 
preparing public opinion for bringing 
South Africa in from the cold. Tangible 
’ results were soon to follow, with the 
decision of the English rugby football 
union to play the Springboks, the visit of 
Botha to Britain, the determination of the 
Welsh rugby union to tour South Africa in 
1985, and the ‘courtesy call’ which the 
Mayor of Johannesburg paid on the Lord 
Mayor of Westminster on 31 August. South 
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WHY DO THEY 


LWAYS 


SNEER 


AT SUCCESS? 


Spring ‘84 with the Dai/y Mail 


Africa was no longer an international 
pariah. 


The victim and the villains 


The new enemies of the people were those 
who opposed Zola’s special treatment and 
the apartheid regime — especially the GLC, 
which attempted to ban her from the 
Crystal Palace stadium unless she declared 
her opposition to apartheid, and the 
Labour councils in Crawley and Cwmbran, 
South Wales, which sought similar bans. 
According to the Mail, the ‘envy ridden 
mean and sour’ Labour Party always 
‘sneers at success’ (10 April 1984). 

A week later, this theme was taken up by 
the paper’s Lynda Lee-Potter, who 
denounced the Labour Party for its ‘jealous 
envy and grudgeful resentment’ of talent 
and brilliance; ‘elitism has become a dirty 
word, privilege is demanded as a right, not 
a just reward only for effort’. (Whatever 
does she make of the House of Lords?) The 
Labour Party had its eye on all bastions of 
excellence, and was determined to ‘turn fine 
public schools into holiday camps for 
muggers’ (for ‘muggers’ read ‘black 
youth’). 

It was the black demonstrators who 
staged protests at Budd’s races who got the 
worst of it. With Zola holding down the 
role of ‘victim’ of apartheid, they were seen 
as the villains of the piece, the 
troublemakers, the one who can never 
belong. The Daily Telegraph termed the 
‘gaggle of black youth’ who demonstrated 
at her races as ‘a sort of black moral 
equivalent of the National Front (27 April 
1984); while the Sun made the implicit 
assumption that because they are black they 
cannot possibly be British — ‘if a tiny band 
of mindless thugs disagree, they should 
return to their original homelands. There is 
no place for them in Britain’ (27 April). 

This Sun leader writer has taken his 
identification with South Africa 
extraordinarily far in his fantasy that blacks 
in Britain could be consigned to some far- 
away bantustan! But in the upside-down 
world in which black demonstrators (or 
‘street boys’, in Telegraph parlance) could 
be denounced as ‘racist’ while Zola suffered 
under apartheid such stuff was all grist to 
the racist mill. No wonder Britain had to 
import from abroad an Olympic superstar 
with which it could fully identify: British- 





born Daley Thompson clearly wouldn’t do. 

Meanwhile, poor Zola — she had become 
a victim in her adopted country as well. 
She, without a political thought in her head 
(they must not have taught her much in her 
first year as a student of political science at 
the University of the Orange Free State), 
just wanted to get on with her running, 
when along came the black hooligans who 
would be ‘the first to protest and whine at 
any slighting reference to their own colour’ 
(Sun, 27 April). The Prime Minister found 
it all a big ‘disgrace?’ — the everyday 
taunting of black sportsmen by white thugs 
had never drawn from her any comment 
whatsoever. 


View from Los Angeles 


The Mail throughout kept up a barrage of 
abuse aimed at Zola’s critics. The highpoint 
of this counter-attack occurred on the day 
of Zola’s final race (11 August) when it 
reprinted an article which first appeared in 
the Los Angeles Times written by the 
Times chief sports columnist. American 
diatribe had a freshness (and lunacy) which 
put it in a class of its own. In the article 
Zola — ‘as much a victim of apartheid as 
anyone else in her poor benighted country’ 
— had been transformed into a Joan of Arc 
about to be burned at the stake by a hate- 
filled rabble: 

‘Not since the Luftwaffe has any visitor 
evoked such contortions of hate on the 
faces of certain Londoners. Banners were 
unfurled, lips were curled, teeth were bared 
and the shout ‘“‘Go home you South 
African white trash’’ rent the night air... 
Who were these people and why were they 
doing these terrible things to Zola Budd? 
Well, one of them was the Greater London 
Council. Others were ... people with a, 
God help us, cause. People who would fire 
into lifeboats if someone told them it would 
advance that cause. 

The Daily Mail, of course, also had a 
cause: the promotion of Zola Budd to 
superstar status. It is ironic that the ‘child 
braving the unfamiliar, the hostile, the 
threatening’ was finally nearly deprived of 
the chance of running in the Olympics not 
by the aggression of ‘certain Londoners’ 
but by her sponsor, minder, and publicist. 
The Mail was telling its readers less than the 
whole truth when it announced on 8 August 
that her Olympic diary was not being 


published because ‘she has gone into 
intensive preparation for the race’. The 
diary’s publication had, in fact, breached 
British Olympic Association rules, and 
could have led to her being disqualified 
from the Olympics. 


Did she fall, or was she 
pushed? 


Instead, the race was run and lost — Ian 
Wooldridge, a man who should know, 
called it ‘the media-promoted race of the 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight 


RACE AND 
ADOPTION 


London Weekend Television’s London 
Programme recently! devoted a 
programme to the issue of trans-racial 
adoption (or, more accurately, the 
placing of black children with white 
adopters, since it never seems to 
happen the other way round). The 
programme was interesting for the way 
in which, under the guise of balanced 
debate, the move by some social service 
departments against trans-racial 
adoption was portrayed as a sinister 
development masterminded by 
politically motivated black extremists. 


This distortion of the current debate on 
trans-racial adoption was achieved by a 
number of means. First, the programme 
gave space to almost twice as many 
proponents of white adoption of black 
children as opponents. Then, only those 
white adopters and black adoptees (one of 
each) who were in favour were shown; in 
spite of the fact that some white adopters, 
and many black adoptees, now support 
black adoption of black children, their 
views were not canvassed. 

Most Inner London boroughs now try to 
place black children in black homes, in 
response to a long and sustained campaign 


games’. As for the ‘wonder girl’, it must be 
assumed that her original homeland will 
bear her no ill-will for the way she secretly 
absconded to have her day in Los Angeles. 
It is true that she did renounce her South 
African citizenship (or so we are told), but 
she never made any statement critical of 
South Africa. Indeed, she was quoted in 
The Times of 13 July as saying that 
apartheid ‘‘will probably be resolved long 
after I die’? — which is scarcely the opinion 
of one who has at last seen the writing on 
the wall, if not the light. 

Aside from a much published exchange 


@‘It is quite disgraceful that a wanted 
Nigerian, Bernard Bamfa, has been 
shipped back to his country in a 
diplomatic crate ... until they show 
they are willing to behave like civilised 
people, the Nigerians should not be 
allowed any of the usual courtersies 
between nations. /f they do not like it, they 
should pack up and get out.’ (Sun leader 
3.9.84) 

Several other papers carried a_ similar 
report. In fact, according to»the police and 
The Observer (2.9.84), he left on a first-class 
Alitalia flight. 

John Vincent on the race relations 
industry: 

‘It was founded on the assumption 
that there was a great problem over 
whites being intolerant to blacks. That 
hasn‘t happened. What nobody allowed 
for was blacks being frightening to 
whites.’ (Sun, 6.9.84). 


by black social workers and professionals, 
and ex-adoptees. It is only comparatively 
recently that trans-racial adoption has been 
debated at all in this country, although the 
practice has been going on in Britain for 
over 20 years. Its defenders point to the 
apparent shortage of black parents, and 
argue that anyway, the children’s welfare is 
more important than racial considerations. 

Opponents argue that since informal 
fostering and adoption arrangements are 
common in the black community, there 
must be something wrong with the 
procedures for adoption and the attitude of 
social workers, which prevents more black 
parents from coming forward. The welfare 
argument, they say, ignores the loss of 
racial identity by black children adopted by 
white parents, and in a racist society that is 
a very dangerous loss, with profound 
implications for the children’s adulthood, 
which cannot be ignored. 

The arguments of the opponents of trans- 
racial adoption, which have produced the 
shift in London boroughs’ policy, were 
given short shrift on the programme. On an 
outline map of London the ‘offending’ 
boroughs were blocked in, in a manner 
reminiscent of the ‘domino theory’ maps of 
the areas of communist influence, and it 
was pointed out that all these boroughs, 
with one exception, were Labour-controlled 
(the significance of that we were not told). 
The new policy itself was said to have been 
adopted ‘in advance of concrete evidence to 
guide social workers’ — and the evidence of 
a recent and widely reported study which 
conceded children’s loss of radial identity,2 


of stuffed animals with the black athlete 
and gold medalist Tessa Sanderson, Zola 
behaved in a way befitting a daughter of the 
Afrikaaner heartland in her first venture in 
international diplomacy — which she had 
reportedly been considering for a career. 
She returned to South Africa empty- 
handed, but may take solace in the thought 
that the deal struck between the Budd 
family and the Daily Mail, and the media 
bandwagon which rolled in its wake, has 
enabled South Africa to take several giant 
steps in the direction of international 
respectability. 


@Sun cartoon, 10 August 1984. 





was simply ignored. 

The programme treated the white family 
with a black child as if it existed in a 
vacuum, divorced from the wider social and 
political context. Institutionalised racism, 
and the structural inqualities between a 
predominantly black, working-class 
population and the predominantly white, 
middle-class social work profession, were 
ignored. The role of the family in teaching a 
growing black child how to live in a racist 
society was played down, and the larger 
political implications of the one-way traffic 
of black babies barely covered at all. 

The removal of black children to white 
parents, often without the consent of the 
natural parents (no figures were given on 
the proportion of non-consensual 
adoptions) symbolises for many the 
ideology of racial superiority. 

Such a transaction cannot avoid being 
political. Pretending that this is not so, 
denying the reality of racism, and 
dismissing the widely and deeply felt 
opposition to the practice of trans-racial 
adoption, perpetuates the well-meaning 
‘colour-blind’ approach which has 
pervaded social service departments and 
does nothing to help the children who are 
its objects. 


1. 29 June 1984. 
2. Owen Gill and Barbara Jackson: Adoption & 
Race, Bateford, 1982. 


@ Our thanks to Penny Rhodes for her help 
in preparing this article. 
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of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Charges brought in station stabbing case 


James Melloy of Manor Park, aged 24, and 
Terence Neal of Ilford, aged 19, have been 
charged with causing ‘grievous bodily harm’ to 
ticket collector Peter Burns at Seven Kings 
Station on 30 June. Mr Burns died after the 
attack. (//ford Recorder 9.8.84.) 


Norwich man guilty of racist attack 


Peter Lacey (27) was ordered to do 160 hours of 
community service for shouting racist abuse and 
attacking a family out doing their shopping in 
Norwich. Mrs Kulraj Kaur Bakushi received 
severe bruises on both legs, and her teenage son 
was bruised on the head during the attack. 
(Norwich Daily Press 31.8.84.) 


Birmingham men sentenced in racist attack 


Gerald Flynn (19) and Graham Ford (22) have 
been found guilty of launching a violent racist 
attack on a group of West Indians in a pub in 
Birmingham. During the incident one West 
Indian youth was partly blinded. Flynn was 
sentenced to two years in youth custody, and 
Ford to 15 months in prison. (Evening Mail, 
Birmingham 27.8.84.) 


BMX gang attacks 9 year old 


9-year-old Azad Turon was slashed with a knife 
after being surrounded by a gang of white boys 
riding BMX’s in Gill Street, Poplar. Police are 
treating the incident as a racist attack. 

Police have given the boy a special tour of 
their station as a reward for his bravery. (East 
London Advertiser 17.8.84; Daily Mail 17.8.84.) 


Attack on athlete 


Barry Baptiste, 17, a hammer and discus 
thrower, was attacked with a brick, jumped on 
and repeatedly kicked by three thugs in Plaistow 
as he was on his way to a training session. He was 
left with a fractured jaw and partly-severed lip. 
A police spokesman said the thugs were white 
but added: ‘‘We can see no racial object, though 
there was abuse hurled at Mr Baptiste’. 
(Newham Recorder 23.8.84.) 


Flat invaded 


A white woman who was separated from her 
black husband returned to her Haggerston Road 
flat in Hackney to find the rooms ransacked and 
walls daubed with racist slogans. The police are 
treating it as a racial incident. (Hackney Gazette 
7.8.84.) 


Ilford office bombed 


Police are looking for a white youth who 
exploded a gas bomb at the Community 
Relations Council in Ilford Lane. An office 
worker claimed it was attacked because of the 
work it carried out promoting racial harmony. 
(ford Recorder 9.8.84.) 
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Raid on youth club 


A gang of 15 racist thugs, wearing helmets and 
black leather jackets and carrying knives, chains 
and iron bars, burst into the United Indian 
Youth Centre in Kingsbury and attacked a group 
of teenagers. They yelled abuse at the children, 
as they chased, kicked and beat them. The 
organisers of the youth centre claim the police 
were very flippant about the incident, and failed 
to give any help. A spokesman said that ‘‘this 
was an organised local gang which the police 
either know of or should know of .. . a group 
that size, with those weapons and those clothes, 
can’t just disappear’. (Wembley Observer 
17.8.84.) 


Terror campaign in Hackney Estate 


For two months the Mottlib family of Hadrian 
Estate, Hackney have been verbally abused and 
assaulted with bricks and stones. Twice their 
washing has been set on fire. A Tower Hamlets 
Council spokesman says the Council is 
considering re-housing them. (East London 
Advertiser 24.8.84; Hackney Gazette 7.8.84.) 


POLICE 





Junior Service complaint thrown out 


The Police Complaints Board has refused to 
bring disciplinary charges against the officers 
involved in the arrest in Brixton of the reggae 
singer Junior Service. Shortly after his arrest Mr 
Service was rushed to the hospital for an 
emergency operation on his groin and bladder 
(see Searchlight 108, 109). Mr Service is now 
considering bringing a private criminal 
prosecution against the police. (Guardian 
22.8.84.) 


Police manual “‘racist’’ 


A manual entitled ‘Beatcraft’ which has been 
issued to the Hampshire police has been 
denounced by the Southampton CRE for 
projecting a negative image of black people. The 
CRE had previously criticised the police for 
sending cadets to South Africa, and devising a 
form for details of all black people arrested. 
(Guardian 23.8.84.) 


Television reporter arrested 


Mr Marc Wadsworth, a black Thames Television 
reporter who was held by police for three hours 
at Brixton Police Station, plans to sue the 
Metropolitan Police for false imprisonment and 
assault. He claims that after going outside to 
investigate a noise, and locking the door of his 
car, eight police officers threatened to smash 
down the door of his house. They arrested him 
for ‘‘acting in a suspicious manner’’ with a 
motor car. Mr Wadsworth claims that police are 
returning to ‘sus by the back door’ in Brixton. 
(West Indian World 9.8.84.) 


Victory for anti-apartheid demonstrators 


Anti-apartheid protestors have won their test 
case to hold demonstrations outside the South 
African Embassy in London. The police had 
brought the case against Mr Richard Roques, 
charging that the demonstration in which he was 
taking part ‘‘impaired the dignity of the 
embassy’’. The result means that a further 100 
arrested anti-apartheid demonstrators will not 
now face charges of obstruction. (Guardian 
2.8.84; Camden and St Pancras Chronicle 
10.8.84.) 


Newham police to take on racist attacks 


Cmdr Edward Jones of Newham has called for a 
liaison between the police and the Newham 
Monitoring Project in order to fight racist 
attacks. The move followed a letter sent by the 
Project to the police and community groups, 
listing eight racial incidents, and complaining of 
police inaction and racism within the force. 

Newham police have also initiated a pilot 
scheme to record and monitor racially-motivated 
incidents, in the hopes that this will speed up the 
police response to the attacks. A Newham 
Monitoring Project spokesman has commented, 
“‘we will only believe it when we see it’’. 
(Newham Recorder 16.6.84; 30.8.84.) 


EDUCATION 





Bradford headmaster rebuked 


The Bradford headmaster Ray Honeyford, who 
has maintained that whites in predominantly 
‘black’ schools are at a disadvantage, has been 
given a formal warning by the Bradford 
education committee because of an article he 
wrote expressing this view in the Yorkshire Post. 
This follows widespread calls for his resignation, 
and a strike by pupils. Mr Honeyford has 
appealed against the warning. (Telegraph and 
Argus, Bradford 13.8.84.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Mohammed Idrish campaign goes on 


NALGO members have launched a new phase of 
the campaign to stop the deportation of social 
worker Mohammed Idrish to Bangladesh. Mr 
Idrish has been in Britain since 1977. The Home 
Office has been determined to deport him since 
the break up of his marriage in 1980. (Morning 
Star 30.8.84.) 


Home Office hounds husband 


The Home Office is trying to prevent a 
Moroccan, Mr Taleb Naym, from staying in 
Britain with his British wife. It has termed their 
marriage one of ‘convenience’, a claim disputed 
by the wife’s family. (Guardian 18.8.84.) 
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